
Community Round Table

Meeting Notes
May 17, 2005

Members Present:  






Tony Armocida
Jerry Gasho

Len Kramer

Karen Wintrow

Mary Kay Smith
Richard Lapedes



Tony Arnett

Sharen Neuhardt
David Heckler 
Members Absent:  






Richard Lapedes
Bruce Rickenbach
MarkCrockett

Megan Quinn
Visioning Process


Len reported that a public update on the process will be held Monday, May 26 at 7:00 

at the Senior Center.  

Community Information Project


Karen reported that a request for a pre-qualification statement was placed in the 

Yellow Springs News and other local newspapers last week.  

2005 Forum

Karen asked whether individual breakout group reports would be checked/approved by a member of that group.  The CRT is unsure whether that is happening but agree that one CRT member from each group should take on the task before release to the public.  Karen will follow up on this effort.

There was a suggestion that the report formats be unified for all groups for next year.  There will also be future discussion of who will be responsible for planning the 2006 Forum.  Tony recommended a series of mini-Forums to be held locally throughout the year rather than one large yearly event.

CRT Goals for 2005


There was a review of CRT goals of 2004 and discussion of the need to modify them based upon our success at achieving the goals combined with the results of the 2005 Forum.

Karen will distribute 2004 goal statement to all members.

Education
Increase the size of the graduation classes in the Village Schools by 25%


The 2004 goal related to education concerned increasing the public school population.  Based upon strong Forum input from all groups of the importance of Antioch College, it was decided that improving communication with the College should be added to that goal.  There was a recommendation to write a letter to the new College president explaining the Forum and inviting College participation in the Education Alliance.  There was an emphasis on expanding the dialog with the College and demonstrating the commitment of the entire Village to helping grow and sustain the College.

Tax Base
Expand the tax base of the Village


Expanding the tax base was viewed as a joint effort of Village government, the Chamber of Commerce and Community Resources.  The CRT can support those efforts but does not have the ability to directly impact this goal.

Housing
Increase the number of housing units in the Village by 325


There is currently strong interest in housing development with 40 units planned at Birch III and a similar number at Jonathon Browns planned development on the Catholic Church parcel.  At its last meeting, Village Council agreed to consider the sale of 1 acre of Glass Farm to Jonathon and placing a preservation easement with TLT on the remaining 15 acres on the eastern edge of the farm.


While the future looks hopeful, Tony Arnett reminded the CRT that opposition to new developments remains strong in the community.  There was a discussion of how the CRT could facilitate an improved dialog between the community and developers planning projects.  While there is a need for developers to understand the values and expectations of the Village, citizens must learn how to effectively communicate and negotiate with developers rather than simply opposing their ideas.  

Len recommended a Housing Alliance to operate in a similar manner to the Education Alliance.  Tony Armocida recommended continuing discussion of the Developer Checklist that was introduced in the Smart Growth group of the Forum.  Both will be discussed at future CRT meetings.

New Goals - Communication


Ven brought the goal of fostering effective and civil communication in the Village.  He suggests the CRT act as a clearinghouse for information and communication.  Ven also discussed the need to update the www.45387/forum website on a regular basis.  Karen volunteered to work with Ven to learn the process.


It was agreed that the CRT is an advisory/idea group.  Sharen recommends the CRT develop specific projects and call on the expertise of Forum attendees to form subcommittees for specific projects of interest and/or expertise. 

Miscellaneous


There will be a special council meeting on Monday, May 24 to discuss the survey results.


Next CRT Meeting

The next meeting is Tuesday June 21 at 7:00 pm in the Conference Room of the Friends Care Center Assisted Living Building.  

Agenda Items:

· Rick Jurasek will be invited to discuss the renewal efforts at the College.

· Schedule a public meeting to discuss renewal.

· Developer checklist
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