THE YELLOW SPRINGS ECONOMIC PLANNING FORUM

COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE

PO Box 6, Yellow Springs, OH 45387
YSCOMRT@aol.com

767-1916

April 30, 2004

Dear Forum Participant,

It has been a month since we met and started the economic planning process for our community.  The Round Table members thought it might be a good time to be in touch to tell you about our progress since that meeting.  We also wanted to thank you for your time and energy in helping to make the forum a success.  We know that devoting an entire day to this effort was asking a lot but the results in terms of what was accomplished we hope you have found worth it.

The Round Table has now met a total of three times since it was elected and it will meet again next week.  Most of our time so far has been spent on organization and prioritization activities but we are also working on finalizing products of the forum for use in public information and coordination activities which will be carried forward in the coming weeks.  Summaries of the workshops, a proceedings report on the whole conference, a slide show and a video tape explanation are all in various stages of completion and should be available by mid-May.  We also plan to have all of this and other information about committee meetings, etc. available on a website within the next few weeks.

Two Task Groups devoted to Communications and Research are in the process of being formed.  Their purpose will be to gather objective data in areas where we are still a bit foggy and to be sure that what is done is disseminated effectively to the community and to gather community response.

We have also tabulated all of your responses to the appeal for volunteers and we will be contacting each of you as we get into each area of interest or need. Soon other Task Groups will also be formed to deal with the Action Items and interest areas which were identified in the forum conference and workshops.  Please be patient.  The challenge of understanding and planning our economic future may take a little time to get started but we believe the results will be worth the time and effort.

One of the challenges of the Communications Task Group is to be able to be in touch simply and inexpensively.  The most apparent solution might be electronically.  Since most of us are now connected via e-mail, if you would provide your e-mail address we will be able to send you news and information like this letter more efficiently.  Just send an e-mail to the address above and we will put you on the distribution contacts list.  Also be sure to put us in your address book and/or spam filter system so our messages can get through.  We promise not to deluge you with junk mail!!!

If you could do this now while it is fresh in your mind it could save you having to remember to do it later or us having to call to get it.  If you have already done it on your volunteer form there is no need to do it again.  We have it.

If you need or want to contact us either do so through the contact points on the letterhead or through one of our members who are listed below.  Your thoughts, ideas and opinions are critical to developing consensus planning direction so do not hesitate to be in touch at any time.  We will also provide specific opportunities for information and feedback later so look for those as well.

Copies of the workshop summaries and other products which become available as they are completed may be obtained by request until the website is operational.  Then you may read and download/print anything you want directly from the site.

Well that’s the news from Lake Wobegone for today.  As you may have gathered we will be in touch again from time to time.  Let us hear from you as well.
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