THE YELLOW SPRINGS ECONOMIC PLANNING FORUM

COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE

PO Box 6, Yellow Springs, OH 45387
YSCOMRT@aol.com

767-1916

June 3, 2004

Dear Forum Participant,

Well another month has passed since the first Forum meeting and we are pleased to be able to report even more progress.  The Community Round Table has met a total of four times since the Forum meeting and will meet again at least once this month.  Despite difficulties in trying to find open dates for meetings among nine active members, we have been making considerable progress with plans and initiatives which have flowed from the Forum.  Among the most important milestones is the initiation of our website.  Now up and running, you can find it at:





www.45387.org/forum
Thanks to the hard work contributed by Ven Adkins of Synergy-One, the site has all of the products of the Forum including workshop reports, proceedings, CRT meeting notes, participants, etc. available to date.  All are readily available there for view or download and printing.  We expect to utilize this communications tool to help coordinate the work of the Forum/CRT and various committees as well as a means of informing and getting direction from the general population.  It needs to be as good as we can make it so your review and comments/suggestions for refinement will be greatly appreciated.  Just use any of the contact channels on the site or on this letterhead to let us know what you think.

A Communications Task Group is taking shape and will soon be very active in helping to fulfill two of the three mandates of the CRT.  They are expected to assist in providing a steady and complete stream of objective information about the Forum plan and its implementation to community residents and to solicit guidance from them as we move forward.  The group is chaired by Richard Lapedes and they expect to be active in keeping everyone informed about both activities and progress.  As you will see when you look through the Forum Proceedings, we have set for ourselves some ambitious goals and continuous active effort will be needed to achieve them.

Thanks to those of you who responded to our last letter with an e-mail address.  With this second letter we will be sending a version to you via the Ethernet as well as by regular mail.  Please respond to the e-mail version to let us know that we have the right address and that your spam filter has not blocked us out.  If we do not hear from you we will have to assume that we have the wrong address and cannot use this channel for communication.  Since our goal is to reduce and eventually eliminate the slower more expensive US Mail distribution your help in affirming the e-message channel would be helpful.  Perhaps we can eliminate unnecessary paper communications. 

Two other Forum ideas are already being actively pursued.  CRT member, Tony Armocida has agreed to chair an ad hoc planning group to create an Educational Alliance among all of the educational organizations in the community.  The purpose of the Alliance will be to find ways to pool resources and ideas for advancing education in the community as a part of the “Education Village” concept.  The planning and organization effort will take place over the next four months and is expected to result in a formal organization of some kind by early fall. 

The second effort involving three members of the Round Table, Tony Arnett, Karen Wintrow and Bruce Rickenbach are teaming together in an effort to facilitate the development of new housing by publicizing the available land tracts which might be suitable for such development immediately.  They expect to gather together pertinent information about these properties and invite suitable developers to consider them.  

These initiatives address two of the three priorities of the CRT; education, housing and economic development. Look for more about these efforts in upcoming letters.

The only other news from your favorite community is that although we cannot personally vouch for either the strength of the women or the eye appeal of the men, we are sure that the children of this community are all above average; for they are our future.

With best wishes,

Ron Schmidt

For the Community Round Table

