THE YELLOW SPRINGS ECONOMIC PLANNING FORUM

COMMUNITY ROUND TABLE

P.O. Box 6  Yellow Springs, OH 45387

YSCOMRT@aol.com   767-1916

July 30, 2004

Dear Forum Participant,

Almost four months have now elapsed since the first Forum, and we continue to make progress on our plan.  The Community Round Table (CRT) has met a total of four times since the Forum meeting, but has been hampered lately in finding meeting times by both busy schedules and vacation plans.  We do have a meeting scheduled for mid-August.  Meanwhile the work of various members of the CRT has moved ahead without pause.

We are now thinking about the next gathering of the Forum, which may come as early as this fall.  We urge you to visit the Form’s website at 





www.45387.org/forum
There, under the “What’s New” banner, you will find a brief questionnaire asking your opinion about the next Forum meeting.  Please give us your response at your earliest convenience, so we can plan with all of you in mind.  While you are there, please look over the site and also give us your opinion of how we can make it even better.

A Communications Task Group (CTG) has been convened and is already very active in helping to fulfill two of the three mandates of the CRT.  Chaired by Richard Lapedes and Ven Adkins, its members include Bruce Bradtmiller, Melina Elum, Lauren Heaton, Barbara Krabec, Jean Payne, Tim Rogers and Evan Scott.

The CTG will assist in providing community residents with a steady stream of objective information about the Forum plan and its implementation, and in soliciting guidance from them as we move forward.  For example, CTG members are producing this monthly newsletter, creating website links, and assisting Wright State University staff to complete a videotape of the Forum.

We are also moving ahead in choosing members of a Research Task Group, whose charge will be to identify data to fill the gaps in what we know about the community.  This knowledge will be important in shaping new initiatives.  One effort already started is to identify the reasons why new hires of local businesses choose to live or not live in the community.

As you will see when you look through the Forum Proceedings on the website, we on the CRT have set for ourselves some ambitious goals, and continuous active effort will be needed to achieve them.  Please take a few minutes soon to help us by visiting our website and giving us the benefits of your thoughts.  We need your input.  Thank you.

With best wishes,

Ven Adkins and Richard Lapedes

For the Community Round Table

